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PREFACE 


ou 


: 


3 In view of his notable service to his 
- 3 country in gsvreading the news of the Battles of 
ao = 2 Lexington 2nd Concord from datcriowa, Massa- 

" SEs ehusetts to Mew York and Philadelohia, it seen- 
Be2 ed unfortunate that the subsequent history of 
23 Israel Bissell of East -/indsor, Connecticut, 

=o 


should remain unknown. To establish th 
and trace the line in the 


3 
‘lester seserve Yas 
peen the objective of this imveatisht Ho5>= 
qs, WHE 
There has been misunderstanding, concern 
ing the ancestry of 


one or the-skssell's inv} 
Ohio. On page 948 o A Portrait and Biographi- 
cal Record of Portage\'sid Summit seufties, Ohio, 
published in 138°8 by 


Axs¥.Bowen & Co., Logansport, 
Ind., is this statement: 


"Benjamin Bissell was @ soldier in 
the War of the Revolution, and died of 
camp dysentery in middle life. He had 
three sous, vis. Israel, Justus who set- 
tled in Aurora, Portage County, Ohio, 
where he died aged seventy years, and 


Robert; also four daughters, HZunice, 
Roxana, Prudence and Anna. 


Benjamin 
Bissell died in Massachusetts." 


The statement that Benjamin was the father 

of these children the present writers have proved 
erroneous by finding the original administration 
papers of the Estate of Israel Bissell of East 
jiindsor, Conn. which mention eight children in- 
cluding all those named above. It has been the ob= 
ject of this investigation to discover and present 
the history of the family of Israel Bissell, Sr. and 
to trace his descendants in Massachusetts and on 

to the Westerm Reserve in Ohio. The meager data 
in published works have been suvplemented by the 
findings obtained by careful research among origi- 


nal records in Portage and Cuyahoga Counties, Ohio, 
ag well as in Massachusetts and Connecticut. 


‘\e 1323 


Wherever possible references are siven for 
authorities quoted. A bibliography of books 
and records consulted is anpended. 


his father, eyex 
avoid any confus 


ealled Israel Bissell, 4rd. 
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af land." (c)(a)(e) 


£ ISRAEL B13SELL 
abt. L720; da. 


s -3- 
DESCENDANTS OF ISRAEL BISSELL 


The Bissells in America are, for the most part, descendants of John 


ell, as were Israel Bissell, Sr., and his more famous son, Israel 


jell Jr., of East Windsor, Conn. (a) 


JOHN BISSELL, born in England about 1592; died, windsor, Conn. Oct. 3, 


1677, aged 85; had a wife, name not stated who died at 


sor, May 21, 1641, presumably the mother of his children. He hada 
na wife, name also unknown, who died Mar. 29, 1665, a record erroneous- 
ttributed by some authorities to the wife of his son, John Jr. He was 
{ndsor by 1639, was ferryman, and had a long tern of service ag Beauty 


JOHN BISSELL (John), b. Eng. lived in Windsor; 4. New York in 1688; 
—_ 1. June 17, 1658, Israel Mason, whose name has usually been 
stated as Isabel, anc who was living as late as 1691, daughter of the 
prated Indian fighter, Capt. John Mason. This John Bissell was a 

under Mason, and later Cornet (iieutenant) of the Hartford County 


er 
: (See American Genealogist, 1960. Vol. 26. p. 84, L854 Vol.27,0-100) 


De 
JEREMIAH ZISSELL (John, Jomnl) b. windsor, Cona., June 22, 1677; 

m. Dece 19, 1705, nehitable, Daughter of Lieut. Dan- 
and Sarah (Crow) \ihite, and sister of Capt. Deniel white of Hatfield, 
, Their eighth child was Israel. That Jeremian had a son Israel, 

h some have doubted, is proved by a deed fron Jeremiah Bissell to 
miah Bissell, Jr., of land which "bounds east on my son Israel Bis- 


FOURT] 


i E PROTECT= i 
Oey. fbastsiindsor, Conn. 

776; m. Hanneh ,» Who,was >. abt. 
wages, ace Faye Sheym. 2nd for his 
832 (int) Sepse,bQ,litep. According — 
ap-Cistees : Sas the result 


ISRAEL BISSELL (Jeremiah, Jo 


6; a. Migdlefield, Mass. Lay SO 
rad wife, John Crane of Becket, 


tradition, Israel Bissell died 


joial record that Israel “iasell served in Caot. E. wolcott's Military 
pany, July-Aug- 1776, though this recorée may refer to Israel Jr. (g)(h) 


ie in the Revolutionary «ar. This seems to be supported by the 


Israel Fissell died probably late in 1775 or early in 1777. The 


}istetcatton bond was signed on July 9, 1777 vy Israel Bissell Jr. and 


phen Payne, the former beins administretor. Joseph Talcott was the 
e of Probate for the District of Hartford. The report of Distribu- 


document which gives the names of the members of the family. A photo- 
+ copy of this interesting paper accompaiies this writing. From this 
trument we obtain the following informntion: 


; of the Israel Bissell Estates was deted Sent. %, 1778, and this is 


4 


The widow was given her third. 

Isreel, the eldest son received a éouble share. 

Justus was the second son. 

Ann, the eldest daughter, had fornerly received her full portion 
Eunice was the second daughter. ; 


G.D.3- 8-9 a (a) H.Gsdsws 9s 79 (ge) B.C. De 
<DiBe Bs 2 ete (h)-H.G.0.a. Bs 
YH. pe 492. (Owe pp. IT aa 
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Hannah wes the third daughter; Prudence was the fourth daughter; 
Roxy was the fifth daughter; Robert was the youngest son, and being 
the last mentioned was, we judge, the youngest child. (a) 


Israel Bissell, Sr. had apparently planned to move to Western 
Massachusetts for we find him possessed of land in.Becket. his 
deed of sale of a part of this property to Andrew Kimball, dated 
Sept. 9, 1763, covered "all divisions of land already laid out in 
Township No. 4 Berkshire County upon the right No. 45, except the 
first Division of Land." Whether he ever lived there is not known, 


suggests such a possibility. (b)(c) 


A deed of land in East Windsor, dated Aug. 9, 1781, sold by — 
Israel Bissell, Justus Bissell, ;éx..and Hannah Bissell to Jerijah 
Bissell, Jr. may indicate the apotoximeye of the breaking up of 
the homestead in Connecticut previous to ‘thw migration af most of 
the family to Middlefield, Masg. There wadianother Justus Bissell 
in that region, so that Justusjfigon of Isreel, had to be designate 
"Junior" to distinguish him frpm@skhe older man.. 


A list of the children of Israel erd-Hannali ‘Bissell, all born in 
Rast Windsor, compiled from all records is as follows; 


& Children: 

a 3 5. Anna, bd. perhaps about 1746. She had probably married 

= eS before her father's death, and did not go to Middlefield 
Leer with the others. (Rev. Samuel Bissell mentioned Anna 

he a in his list.of Israel's children: "Anna married H1i 

6 Ely." This'*in error since Eli Ely married Anna (Nancy) 
Ss Wheeler. (d) 

Se 6. Bunice, b. Abt. 1748; d. Nid. Oct. 10, 1826, aged 78.(e) 

ea Ps 


Hannah, b. abt. 1750; d. Mid. July 27, 1807 in her 57th yr. 
m, Jonathan Ely and lived in .iddlefield. (f)(g) 

Israel, b. abt. 1752. (See below) 

Prudence, bd. Oct. 31, 1757; d. inid. Sent. 11, 1847; aged 


89 y. 10 m. 11 d.;m. John Damon and lived in hiddle- 
field. (h)(i) 
* 10. Justus, b. Feb. 16, 1759. (See below) 

ane Roxana, b. abt. 1761; d. Mid. July 15, 1818, aged 57 yrs.(j) 
* 12. Robert, b. abt. 1770. (See below) 
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FIFTH GENERATION 
8. ISRAEL BISSELL (Isreel*, Jeremiah®, John2, Joml) b. abt. 1752 in 
a. fast Windsor, Conn.; ad. liinsdale, lass. Oct. 24, 1823, age 

71 years (k); m. Feb. 22, 1785, Lucy Hancock of Longmeadow, 
Mass. She was probably the Lucy who was the daughter of Daniel and 
Iucy (Long) Hancock of Longmeadow, b. Oct. 26, 1757 (1). 


2 She was 
living with her son, Israel in Hinsdale in 1830, and in Freedom, 0. 
in 1840, but appears to have died before 1844. 


Israel Bissell, Jr. by the age of twenty-three had become a post 
rider between Boston and New York, and acquired familiarity with ss 
roads and people along the route. 


Being an ardent patriot he was an 


TA 2 so Ge Ds 


put the fact that in 1783 Widow Bissell married John Crane of Becket -— 
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ideal person to spread important news, and was selected to carry the - 
Lexington Alarm of April 19, 1775. Starting from Watertown, Mass. at 
10 A.M. he rode at top speed to jorcester, where his horse fell dead, 
as he neared the meeting-house at noon. With a new mount he went on 
to New Loadon, Lyme, Saybrook, Guilford, New Haven, New York, New 
Brunswick, Princeton, Trenton, and arrived in Philadelphia four days 
after the start, having covered a distence of 350 miles. 


: This service of Sissell in alarming the vatriots of the colonies 
has received some belated recosnition in historical literature. In 

the N.E. Hist. and Gen. Register is published an account of the ride 
giving in full the orders siven the messenger and the notations made on 
his copy by the officia. in the various towns through which he passed. 
His name there is given as "Trail Bissell". fT} is evidently due to 

a misreading of the name in a covy of the origf@sl Yocument. A fac- 
simile of this covy was vublished in the Pen“aiae. afk Hist. and Biog. 
and in this the name could be intervreted ag ®frail."™ “But since no 
record has deen found of any verson of that’ waa it anpears that the 
old fashioned "s" with an "I" before it y staken for 2 "2" by those 
who made the existing copy. The late Aj wWekeman's article entitled: 
"The Lexington Alarm" gives the name jIsragl, as have more recent - 
writers. (2)(b)(¢e)(d) & Le 


v 


3 ‘el, Sr. dy Israel, Jr. The weight 
of evidence anpears to indicate t younser man. A vigorous young 


tually served ten half days vrior to June 20, 1775, for which he re- 
ceived five shillings vay from Capt. Stoughton, while his father dia 
not serve until 1776, essuming that the record of service in Capt. 
Wolcott's Company anvlies to him. (e) 


When the Revolutionary War at last was over, the members of the 
Israel Bissell family, like many other young people of that period, 
began looking for homes of their own where land was cheaper and DoD- 
ulation less crowded than in the Connecticut Valley. It appears 
that Israel Bissell, Jr. first purchased some land in Murrayfield, 
Mass. but finally settled in a neighborinz section about 1783, on Lot 
#222, Worthington, a tract of land which was included in the newly in- 
corporated town of Middlefield, where a large number of lots had been 
offered for speculation and settlement. This piece of land is still 
known as the "Bissell Lot" and was for many years a part of the Mat- 
thew Smith Farm. Here several if not all of Israel's children were 
porn. His brothers, Justus and Robert, came about the same time and 
built a house within a quarter of a mile of Israel's dwelling. About 
five years later John Damon, who had married their sister, Prudence, * 
nade his home about a mile further south, while Jonathan Ely who had 
married another sister, Hannah, built his house in the extreme southern 
part of the township. All the children with the exception of Anna came 
to uiddlefield, Eunice and Roxana dyins there unmarried. Between 
1810 and 1820 Israel Bissell moved from Middlefield to the nearby town 
of Hinsdale where he died and was buried in 1823.(f) In. 1919 he bought 
land near the Dalfon line and another tract in 1822, He probably 


cARE Sooty 


pales 
moved about 1819. (a) 


(Note} The deed of 32 acres in Lot 222 by Ithamar Pelton to 
Israel Bissell, yeoman, and Justus Bissell, joiner, was signed Nov. 
9, 1787, but was not recorded until Oct. 11, 1810. ‘The Bissells 
may have come to Middlefield as friends of Pelton and lived on his 
land until they had earned enough to secure a deed. Coming from 
the same town it is possible that Justus Bissell was an apprentice 
to Pelton who was a master builder of wide experience in Chatham 
and East Windsor, Conn., and was probably anxious to give the young 
man and his relatives a fair start in the new town where he had 
settled a few years earlier.) 


Who were the children of Israel bissell, Jr. is a problem which 
has not yet been completely solved though the writers have made con- 
siderable progress. The Middlefield Vital Records give the names of 
three children of Israel and Lucy Bissell, Lucy, Orvha and Israel. 
The various United States Census Enumerations from 1790 to 1840, how- 
ever, give evidence that there were others.(b)(c) 


1790. middlefield. l.ales over 16 years - one; males under 16 
years - one; females - two. These figures account for Israel,Jr., 
his wife, his son, Israel 5rd and one daughter, either Lucy or Orvha 
put not both. 


1800. ididdlefield. Meles over 16-yexrg zones -malesvurder 16 
years - three; females - four. gate tose intiided tsrael,Jr. and 
Israel 3rd, but also two other boys, who mil tbe sons born between 
1790 and 1800, Among the four femalies would be Israel's wife, the 
girls Lucy and Orpha and verhaps another: darzhté : 


i BLVO., Ue 


1810. Middlefield. Males over fears - two; ales under 16 
years - two; Females - three. Israel Jr. and Israel 3rd account for 
the men and two young sons for the boys; Isrsel'swife and two daugh- 
ters would account for three females, but evidently either iney or 
Orgone was away from home. 


1820. Hinsdale. -Miales 45 and up - one; 26 to 45 - one; 18 to 26- 
one; lo to 18 - one; Females 45 and up - one; 26 to 45 - one; 16 to 

26 Israel Jr. and Israel 3rd amd a second son are here but the 
: male cannot be the same as the one enumerated in 1300, who 
would be twenty by this @ate. [I el's wife und two deugshters are 
evidently listed, but one or both of the older daushters may have 

been sway from home. 


1830. Hinsdale. eles 40 to 50 - one; Females 70 to 89 - one; 
40 to 50 - one: 30 to - one. Israel ord is nead of the household, 
his father having died in 1223. His mother was the woman 70 to 80, 
while the woman 40 to 50 may have been Israel Zrd's wife or Orvha who 
wes living in. Hinsdale in 1 . The vroman 50 to 40 may have been a 
younger sister or Israel's wife. 


1840. Freedom, 0. i.ales 50 to 60 - one: 15 to 20 - one; Females 
80 to 90 - one; 50 to 60 - one; 20 to 20 - one; 15 to 20 - one; 5 to 
10 - one. Israel's mother has come to Ohio with him and his wife. 
There is an unknown half-srown boy. The younser women and sirls may 
be either sisters, daushters or nieces of Israel 3rd, 


(ay. D2. BeGs CO eee vie tte. spe dl Wile WeSC. 


Bie 


With only three children of Israel Jr. accounted for in Middle- 
field Vital Records and none in Hinsdale we must look elsewhere for 
light on this puzzle. 


«@ 


or 


Mrs. Fannie A. Bissell of Winterset, Ia. 


wrote to one of the 
authors as follows: 


t 
=I 


"All I know of the children of Israel is that 
of one son, Enos, who lived in Aurora at Grandfathers, was 
married and died in Solon, 0. I think." (a) 


Od a i 
& Hob bo 


a 


From data collected by the late Clarence R. Bissell of Cleveland 
we learn: 
"Israel also lived and died in iWiddlefield, married and 


had at least one son named imos who came to Ohio early in life 
and lived and died here." (bd) 


o 


q rate 


Ones 


This information Mr. Bissell put in the following form in a letter 
written in 1902: 


ut 


"Israel also lived and died in Widdlefield, Mass. 


He had at least one child aver Sy who came to Ohio sometime about 
1815 or 1820." (c) 


THIS Sep Se 


These data are confirmed $Y the U.S gage UAivedations which 
record Znos Bissell in Aurora,0. in 18270 with a-large family, and in 
Solon, 0. in 1840 with three ‘sons and eig ehh Asughters: (a) 


~ SUUIETY 


> Os is the’ fbftowinis) inseriotion: 


"In Memory of Enos Bissell 
1795-1848" (e) 


In Roselawn Cemetery, So 


We may now with reasonable certainty add Mos to the list of the 
children of Israel Bissell Jr. Concerning the daughters the will of 
Israel Bissell 3rd throws the following light on. the members of the 

family living at that time, February 20, 1844; 


(4) I. give to my beloved sister, Almina Spafford, one half 
of a my property, real and personal. 

(5) .I give to my deceased Sister, Hannah Chamberlain's 
children the other half of my effects, real and personal." (f) 


: Our researches, while still incomplete, permit the compilation 
= of the following list of childrén of Israel and Lucy (Hancock) Bissell; 


Children: 


13.Iucy, b. sid. Jan. 6, 1786, (g) d. Hinsdule, Mar. Ly 8 oe5 Ch ys 
She used to do weaving 2} the family of Matthew $mith, 
14. Orpha, b. Mid. Jan. 21, 1738,(g) She was living in Hinsdale 
in 1850; Spencer Stewart , of worthington, Lass. gave bond 
Sept. 1, 1863, to maintain Orpha Bissell during her life in 
consequence of her payment to him of $800. She was living 
in the sc of Talmadge Church in Middlefield in 1870.(i,j) 
* 15. Israel, b. Mid. Sept. 5, 1789, (g). (See below) 
* 16. Enos, Dd. 1795. (e) (See pelow) 


avéland, Ohio 44166 


See * 17, Hannah, b. . m, Albert Chamberlain. (See below) 

ae | * 18. Almina, b. -m. Thomas Snsfford. (See below) 
mba eae U8, “he Tigeee ee 
(b) B.G.Ds Gey chs Coss (i) D.H.C. vol. 215,p 
(ce) L-3 (f) W.P.C.vol.1,0.305 ; 


V.Rsis Ds 22 (3) D.H.es vol.276 ; 
D. 245 


262 


a Eunice Bissell who died in Middlefield, Oct. Sj LSST 
ight have been a child of Israel Jr. living away from 


(Note: There was 
+ the time. Wo record of her birth has been 


age 18 yrs. who m 
the family in Hinsdale a 


found. (2)) 


10, JUSTUS BISSELL, (Israelt, Jeremiah®, Jom®, John!) b. E. Windsor, 
naa Gonn. Feb. 16, 1759; d. Aurora, O. Sept. 16, 1832; m. Dee. 20, 
1779, Ann, dau. of Ebenezer and Ann (Barber) Blodgett, who was 
b. Mar. 2, 1760; d. Jan. 24, 1839. A few years after his marriage he 
Middlefield, Mass. locating first in the northeast 


moved his family to } 
hat is now called the "Barn Lot" of the liatthew 


part of the town, on W j 
Smith farm. Later he lived in the southwest part of the township, whence 


he moved in 1808 to Aurora, 0. Still later he lived in Bainbridge, 
Geauga County, 0. He was @ carpenter. (b)} 


Children whose births were recorded in iddlefield; 


19. Anna, db. E. Windsor, Conn. Uov. 18, 1780; m. Daniel Leach and 


lived in Middlefield. (c) 
Justus, bd. Aug. 12, 1782; nm. lst Nancy Hatch; m. 2nd Mercy 


20. 
Collins. 
21. Ebenezer Blodgett, b. July 20, 1784; m st Mary Root; m. 2nd 
Jucinda Hart; m. 3rd Angeline Coll} 3 . 4th lirs. Fanny 


Parmelee. Oo 
22, Orris, db. May 28, 1787; m. uillicew} Church. 
23, Jonathan Barber, b. May ll, 1790;/ms Rabel Riley. 
24. Roxana, b. Mar. 4, 1793; m. Lr. 2erish. - 

25, Bunice, b. Oct. 22, 1796, m. 7 her, Smith. 
26. Cenhas, b. June 25, 1800; m. fsabel, Grawford. (da) 


Rev. R.?.Cross adds the fos kewir 
SS An 


27, Philena, m. Aaron Baldwin > F 
Blvira, m. Rev. Bascom.\ © , 
2robebly the child listed in Mid. 


29, Israel, died in infancy. : 
records as dying Apr. 28,1799, age about 4 weeks. (eo) 


BH 
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ROBERT BISSELL, (Israel*, Jeremiah®, John?, John!) was b. in E. 
Jindsor about 1770; 4. Aurora, uU. Jan. 20, 1833, age 63. At the 
age of thirteen he came to uiddlefield and lived for some 

with his brother,Justus, until his marriage in Mar. 1796 to Thank- 

(Dyer) Cheeseman of Braintree, Mass. 

wilt the house on his farm in the southwest part of the 

which was later known as the Deacon Gamwell place. It was 
located on the eastern slove of the West Hill, not far fron 

Bissell moved to Aurora, 0. in 


years 
ful, dau. of Edward and Margaret 


He probably b 
township 
pleasantly 
the dwelling of lirs. Willis Graves. 


1806. (8) 


i Geae 


Children born in Middlefield: (a) i. Sahn di eee 
._ 30, .Samuel, b. Avr. 28, 1797; m. lst Fanny P. Gaylord; m. 2nd 
cynthia Sykes, Distinguished minister, educator and. 
citizen, Twinsburg, 0. (bd) intent as 
Sis Laura, . Hay 2, 1798. Una. 3 ae ; cote 
OB. Roswell, b. Oct. 7, 1799. 
33. David, b. July 4, 1802; m. Amanda C. Loveland. 
34, - Bianca, bd. Apr. 6, 1804. m. Ogden Spencer. 


BM Ag 

set SIXTH GEVERATIOL ‘ 7 

. drag ; 
atime 5. ISRAEL BISS@LL, (Israel5, Israel‘, Jeremiah®, Jom, John!) . 
om ed <n ——‘. Mid. Sept. 1, 1789; ad. Freedom, 0. Feb. 20, 18443 mas 
BUSS d Priscilla . No issue. (c)(d) 


He moved with the family from Middlefield where he was born to 
Hinsdale about 1819, and became the head of the family unon the death 
of his father in 1823. ‘Their house in Hinsdale was west of the rail- 
road on the, highway to Pittsfield, where the cellar hole can still . 
be seen. Some of the lend in that region is—stiil known by the name 
"Bissell Hill." Shortly after 1840 jmaosranaHennah went to Ohio. ... 
Iucy died in 1832. Probably abou 1826. Israel Bissell Grd, with his 
mother and wife and younger sister, Almina, movéd_ta-Portage County, 
Qhio, where he bought 59 acres of land-im Lot 20: in. Freédom, Township ». 
from Asahel C. Hawley. In the be RT ee ee ho Giueht cocta 
Bissell is described as "of Freedom’. (o}—in 1840 he bought parts 
of Lots 10 and 20 in Freedom of Dennis C. Day. (2) sae ae FE 


In the will of Israel Bissell 3rd, dated Feb. 20, 1844, were 
the following provisions: Sina eae 
; (2) "I devise and bequeath to my dear wife her mainte- 
nance and support out of my property during 
her naturel life. 
(3) I give to my dear mother her support and mainte- 
nance out of my property during her natural. 
life." (g) 


The bequests to Almina Spafford and to the children of Hannah Chan- 
perlain have been mentioned above. Wien the estate was settled the 
records mention Widow Priscilla Bissell, for whom her income from the 
estate wag inadequate for support, and more was allowed. (h) While 
her right of dower was mentioned in a deed of some of the property 

as late as 1850, no record had been found of Lucy Bissell, Israel's 
mother after the mention of her in his will. Israel was buried in ~ 
prakesburg Cemetery, where the inscription reads: 


* "Israel Bissell died Feb. 20, 1844, Age 54, 
: Erected by Hl. Yara" (i) 


That Israel Bissell of Freedom, 0. was the same as Israel Bis- 
sell 3rd of Hinsdale, Mass. apbears substantiated by the satisfactory 
agreement of the dates and the confirmatory evidence from the census 
records in Freedom and Hinsdale respectively. ‘We have little data 
concerning the identity of the members of Israel's housenold in Free- 
dom in 1840.° It seems probable, however, that some of Hannah Cham- 
perlain's children may have been living there at that tine. . 


#¥ 
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(a) V.ReMe+p il (GSS Wastes Os 11: (g) W.P.C. vol.13 ,p.2052 
(>) H.G.T:0.p.44,222 224 (e) D.P.C.vol.29,p.(h) P.P.C. vol.10,p." 4097 
(c) V.R.u. p, 11 : 245 eS) es) ecreomens ani 


(f) D.P.C.vol.28,0.283 
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1s. ENOS BISSELL (Israel5, Israel*, Jereniah?, John”, John) p. 1795; 
—" probably in Middle fie 1d, kess.; &. Solon, Ohio, 
after March 20 and before Oct. 3, 1°49. (a) thea ga years ola, 
Enoe Bissell joine’t the family of his uncle, uobert Bi gsell, end moved 
to Aurora, Chio. Evidence of this is givea in a lutier from i4ddle- 
fiald, anted Oct. 1, 1897, unsicned but evidently written by Jonathan 
Ely, addressed to "loving "trother and sinter", saying: 


"tell Taunus that his parents and brethers and sisters are well. (>) 


his corfirm3 the stats 
ons pobert Bissell. It was perhaps « deren veers leter thet Mnos 
ceme tack sact, for he wes livine jn Hinrdalr, dass. seoording to the 
U.S. Cenaus of 1820. Hat soon afterisi) he returaed to Ohio, for he 
married there, Jun. 2, i621, Corinthia shelpr, who was born in Granby, 
Gouna. tm 1900, aud clea in Pryany os in lect. Celts) 


why 


at of Vea. Fannte +. Lirsell that Ease livea 
1 


Enos botsht his first laad 14 225°, cost of Tot 2° th Aurora 

ushi Portage Count;, and acquired other pereéls JGining in th 
ace kas: followed. (<) In 1840 he moved to Cuyghota wounty, Q, 2olon, 
where he settled on Lets 29 and SG, bnying the £6rmer fron Fopson urd 
and the latter teen Daniel Giles. vase he ren retas nes €euth.- 
q ant i) ae 

rinthla Phel 7a3 & proulnget Kowlnadsor in the. eurly pioneer 

settleaoats, in that part oe rare cu “a “opghaa at an-Carly nge she 
we to usacd her tien: saith her erandg- 
She was an expert tailoress 


Ol father, Setae Samuel Forward “ot ursia. 
hand a extllfal mires. Ta a dead bh, wl tote Part stopher Jewett of 4ntiogéh, 
4211. gave title to a vart of Lot li. andes part of Lot ae in 1350, 
: there are mentioned the eight daugriers 5f Tos and vinthie Dissell: 
"Susat Tissell, sagiity Bi~aell, Aagens$ye visselh, _ictoria 
tAssell, arabell Eissell, Sorielin jiasell, woviia wife o2 Henry 
Prowbride g@, and Llizebsta, aifs oF Sorryés2 Shaiberlain, (all 
children aad heirs of said Ceceased) agual one eighth shares, 
suvject to life ger of Corti Wasell, whtow of gaia Enog.*(£) 


a Ree xs ew Ta 
nm agother isei of S23 SP PRADI 


“James tfoarscea 3issell to hy Bilarall, Susan Bissell, 
Augusta Bissell, Anssaett Bissell, Victorts SLlasell, Arrabilias 
3issell are coriel ti, Blass. me ‘ avet Tiszgell Chamverlain- 
quit clain to rights to real re nal sstate of Tnos Sissell, 
@egensed, the > faire as heir st law, and 
alag ndivided » assigned to ae by "said 
; : a ths children of Fnos and 
he following; 


oe 
t 
x 
. 


Ge £06 19, US45 6 45 


am 1283 ao Aurora, U.; me Uct. 
6, 2 2. (h) They had a 
hes Cled outa. | aes 


Since ©., be. June oF 133 Mitora:s A. April, £901, 


21304.( 3) 
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16. ENOS BISSELL, (Israel®, Israel*, Jeremiah®?, John2, Johnl) pb. 
ote —T795, probably in Mid; d. Solon, O. after Mar. 20 and before 
Oct. 3, 1848. (a) He appears to be living in Hinsdale ac- 
cording to the census of 1820, but he must have moved to Ohio soon 
after for he married there on Jan. 3, 1821, Corinthia Phelvs who was 
bom in Granby, Conn. in 1800, and died in Bryan, O. in 1883. (b)(c) 
Enos at first made his home with his uncle, Robert Bissell, in Au- 
rora, Portage County,0.* He bought his first land in 1822, part of 
Lot 39 in Aurora Township, and acquired other parcels adjoining in 
the years following.(d) In 1840 he moved to Solon in Cuyahoga County 
where he settled on lots 29 and 36, buying the former from Hopson 
Hurd and the latter from Daniel Giles. Here he lived until his death. 


Corinthia Phelos was a prominent character in the early pioneer 
settlements in that part of Ohio. Left an orphan at an early age 
she came to Ohio, walking most of the way, to make her home with her 
grendfather, Judge Samuel Forward of Aurora. She was an expert tail- 
oress and a skillful nurse. In a deed by which Christophker\ Jewett of 
Antioch, Ill. gave title to a nart of iot 16 and a ELéES OL lot 36 in 
1850, there are mentioned the eight daughters gore s and Corinthia 
Bissell: 


ea (ae a ae 
"Susan Bissell, Augusta Bissell, WNenbtte Bissell, Victoria 
Bissell, Arabell Bissell, Cordelia Bisséll;Towinia,. wife of 
Henry Trowbridge, and Zlizabeth, wife of asPrydow: hehberlain, 
(all children and heirs of said\deceascd)pdhal-one eighth 
shares, sudject to life dower of, Corintitt srgsell, widow of 


gaid Enos." (e) ee 


In another deed of 1848 we read: 


"James Monroe Bissell to Lovina Bissell, Susan Bissell, 
Augusta Bissell, Angenett Bissell, Victoria Bissell, Arrabilla 
Bissell and Cordelia Bissell and Hlizabeth Bissell Chamberlain... 
quit claim to rights to real and personal estate of Ros Bissell , 
deceased, the same being my undivided share as heir at law, and 
also undivided share of Sherman Bissell, assigned to me by said 
Sherman." (f) From these and other data the children of Enos 
and Corinthia (Phelps) Bissell are found to be the following: 


Children: z 
18, James Monroe, b.y zo'§aurora ,0. m. Oct. 6, 1844, Mary 
Derr of Solon, Ol. (s) They had a daughter, Alice, who 
probably died young. (h) Torts Neuroe 4. Aig 16 70 
* 19, Lavinia, b. Nov. 5, 1827, Aurora; m. Henry Trowbridge. (See 
below) rick 28 
20. Susan, b. Aurora’, 1829; d. 19°96, having attained the ad- 
vaneed age of 97 years. (i) 
* 21, Augusta, b. Jan. 15, 1832, Aurora; m. Philander Trowbridge. 
(See below) = ; 
22. Sherman P., 2 June 14,125 Aurota; m. Harriet He ded ap. /foy 
23. Hlizabeth, Aurora; m.. kar. 22, 1849, ¢ Si = 
oe &))\6eF sx 1330 ; ; oF don S. Chamber 


* 24, Victoria, bd. , Aurora; eos 4, 1854, Zamond A. 
Richmond. (See below) 
a ? peers ce Ne DeCeO, VOL. Agno ere CL R.Os ke to) Sees 
#1173 ,0.382 'F) D.C.C.vol 9.990 (j) M.G.C.vol.4,0.5 
(b) M.P.C.vol.1,0.304 (g) L.G.C.vol.4,9. 257 sea ky 
(c) P.W.W.R. 0. 488 (hy) ReCek. B 
(d}'- DPC. vol. 7, 0.548 NOT fG 96 Rrpaeoucep 
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NOT 1D BE REPRODUCED 


19, LAVINIA BIS5inu, dau. “nos, bd. Nov. 5, 1927, aurora, Qe; 


/-ii@ 


19. iv. Livinia, (con.); m. eary trowbridge. (See below) 
ww 206 We Susan, bd. Aurora, Mar. 25, 1929; d. 1925. ae. 97. (a) 
< -93. wie llizabeth, b. Aurora, Oct. 22, 1940; 4. Feb, 1954; 
m. lar. 22, 1849, Coydon S. Chamberlain. (h)(a) 

gl. vii, Augusta, b. Jaa. 15, 19°02, Aurora; m. Philander Trow- 
bridge. (See telow.) 

25. vill. angensite T., bd. duly 1%, 1°34; ad. June 23, 19925 m. 
Har. 23, 1858, Burr Fisher. Lived in Bryan, 0. Had 
two children, Sarl snd tucyette, according to the 
Census of 13870. At that date widow Corinthia Bis- 
soll and Susan were living with the Fishers. (e) 

24. ix. Victoria, b. bec. 2%, 1237, aurora; m, Apr. 4, 1e54, 
Ldmand A. Kichmond. (vee below) 

£265. Xe Arabell, b. July 11, 13493; d. sar. 25, 1921; m. Apr. 18, 
1850, Ge &. Neednan. In this record she is called 
Bell bissell. (f)(c) 

27% %x«xie Cordelin, b. Dee. 19, 1345; da. Mar. 29, 1908; m. June 
2, 1870, vhiletur siith of Bryan, 0. -(¢)(g) 


One writer gives the following which in vart confirms and in part 
conflicts with the above: "One daushter married Mr. Day of ‘antua. 
another is Mrs. Nenry Trowbridge. 4nd still nanother is ‘rs. George 
Robertson, wife of a Cleveland editor." (h) ‘vhe information abut Vr. 
Day has not been confirmed by entries in marriaze records searched. 
The connestion of ceorge Robertson is ia error, as will be seen by 

f » velow 
SAY BE PROTECTED BY | 
Bes Aye w7voKa®, John) ated 
+ Lo; L826 in Portage Coe Ie, 
Qf-9-@lass ta the U.2. Church 


17. HANIA BISS"in (Israel5, torael*$! 
“as before 1944; mA. 5 
Albert A. Chamberlain. ‘They were nenber 
in Freedom, 0. in 1924. (i) Childrer erupts 
28. Portia, ms Jan. 25, 1049! —ranararon Avery. (4) Ghe was liv- 
ing Twinsburg, 0. in 1947, when she gave a quit claim 
deed to her share of lots 19, 19,and 20 in Freedom, in- 
herited from her uncle, [srnel Yissell, to #.if.iiller. (rc) 
~99, Hinerva i., was living in Nelssa, vortage Co. in 1847 when 
she deeded her inherited share of lots 10, 19 and 20 to 
Roger Hs Miller. (1) 
20. Emily 4., was i2 Freedom in 1960 when she sold her inherit- 
ea share of lots 10, 19 and £0 to Mr. Siiller. (m) 
3l. cCorinthia ii., was living in ssllington, 0. in 1362 when 
she sold her inherited interest in lots 19, 19 and 20 to 
Hflters” Ca} 


gaud 


le. ALEINA BISSHun (Leracl®, Isrnel*, Jeremiah®, John”, John?) m 
— Fed. 15, 1243, Vhomas Spafford of Freedom, 0.(0) 
ghey were living there in 1350. Voth he and his wife were torn in 
assachusetts. A Thomas Spafford who ¢. Feb. 10, 1961, is buried in 


- Drekesburg Cemete Freedom, 0. (03 
Ca) Rel. (3) Meh .Ue mn) DereG. Vol. 54,p.564 
--(b) HeGeC. Vole 4,p. 525(h) Poiien.R. pe 488 (n) D.P.C.VYol.57,p.539 
? {o) From Bissell Fanily (1) M.P.C.- Vol. 1,p.445 (0) #.2.6.Vol.2,p.94 
a gible. (3) #.2.C.¥01l.2,p.557 (p) D.C.I. 
(8) M.C.C.Vol. 9, p. 42 (K) D.P.C. Vol. 48, p. S51 
ote) US.Ge 1970. (ik Det. Yok. 48, oa /b82(q) Tees 
ci er 6 


; : = dé. Solon 
Aarch, 1904; a. Chagrin falls, 0. tec. 14. 1949." 
Henry Trowbridge, son of John and Lydia (itusselL) Troubridge. : : 
a soldier in the Civil aar. (q) 


he was 


-lli- 


ette Tey). ; m. Mar, 28, 1858, Burr Fisher.(a) 
pb Bs Wee in Bryan,0. fad two children, Earl and Lucyette,, 
according to the census of 1870. At that date Widow 
Corinthia Bissell and Susan were living with the Fishers. 


7. 56. ‘ae dv. "> m. Apr. 18, 1860, G.E.Needham. (c) 
fs (In this record she is called Bell Bissell.) 
27, Cordelia, b. 3 m. June 2, 1870, Philetus Smith of 
: Bryan, 0. (d) 


es : One writer gives the following which in part confirms and in 

{a DTD part conflicts with the above: One daughter married lir. Day of Man- 
tua. Another is Mrs. Henry Trowbridge. . -And still another is Mrs. 
‘George Robertson, wife of a Cleveland editor." (e) The information 
about Mr. Day has not been confirmed by entries in marriage records 
searched. The connection of George Robertson § Has} in error, as will 
be seen by referring to Georgianns M. Trowbridge , No. 33, helow. 


16. HANNAH BISSELL (Israel, Israel*, Jeremiah?, John2, Johnt) 

re - ; ad. before 1844; m. Sent. 13, 1826 in Portage Co. ,6. 
Albert A. Chamberlain. They wer rs of a class in the 
M.E.Church in Freedom, 0. in 18340 €¢) 


. foment 25 S048 , Richardson Avery. (g) 

in TywinsburejOv id 1847, when she gave 

eed_to -he are of lots 10, 19 and 20 

wherited from her uncle, Israel Bissell, 

filler. (h) 

29. Minerva L., b. ; she was living in Nelson Township 
Portage County, in 1947 when she deeded her inherited 
share of lots 10, 19 and 20 to Roger H. Miller. (i) 


28. 


a0 Rnihy’ A. 5) Die __: wes in Freedom in 1850 when she sold 
her inherited share of lots 10,19 and 20 to Miller.(4) 
él. Corinthia E., b. > was living in Wellinston, 0. in 


1852 when she sold her inherited interest in lots 10, 
19 and 20 to Miller. (k) 


17,  AIMINA BISSELL (Israel®, Israel*, Jeremiah®, John2, Johnl) 

mat eaeab _- m. Feb. 15, 1843, Thomas Snafford of Freedom, 0.(1) 
They were living there in 13850. Both he and his wife were 
born in Lessachusetts. <A thomas Spafford who d. Feb. LOA LS6r 
is buried in Drakesburg Cemetery, Freedom,O. (m) 


SEVENTH GUIRRATION 


19,  JAVINIA BISSELL (imos®, Isrsel5, Israel4, Jeremiah?, John?, 
John~) bi. Nov. 5,5. 1827, Aurora,u.; ds Aug. 22: 1903, Solon,o. 
mn. in Chagrin Falls,O. Dec. 1%, 1849, Henry Trowbridge, son 
of John and Lydia (Russell) Trowbridge. He was a soldier in 
the Civil Wer. (n) 


e Ta) M.C.C. vol.9,0.42 (ff) M.D.C. Vol.1,0.445 (x) D.P.C.vol.57 p.539 
tb) ULS., 1870. (g) H.P.C. vol.2,0.357 (1) M.P.C.vol.2,9. 94 
(co) M.C.C, vol.10,9. 36 (h) D.P.C. vol.48,9.551(m) D.G.I. : 
(4) H.W.C. (i) D.P.C.vol.48,9.552 (n) T.G. 
{e) P.W.W.R. P. 488 (j) D.P.C. vet 553,0.3564 


Descendants of Israel Bissell. -12- 


Children: 
32. Darwin, b. 1851; 1852. (a) 
33. Georgianna Marcia, b. Aug. 2, 1852. (See below) 
34, May Estelle, b. Sept. 14, 1857; d. 1923. 
35, Elmer Elsworth, b. May 27, 1863, Solon, 0. m. Cora Belle Phillips 
Lives in Oakland, Cal. Son, George Pe (bh) 


1. AUGUSTA BISSELL, (EnosS, Israel®, Israel4+, Jeremiah?, John2, John?) 


altenLe , 1832, Aurora, 0.; m. at Solon, 0. Sept. We 1852, 
Philander bawley *probridge. They lived in Holtville, al. 
Children: 


36. Granville Sherwood, b. Sept. 9, 1853; m. Laura H. Fogg. 

37, Alena Gertrude, b. Oct. 22, 1854; m. Marcellus Sargent. 

38. Lillie Bell, b. Sept. 27, 1865; m. Philip H. Ausman. 

39. John Bissell, b. July 3, 1868; m. Cynthelia W. Perry, dau. of 
Oliver Hazzard Perry. Child, Margaret W. 

40. Elbert Philander, b. Oct. 22, 1375; m. Roxana D. Perry. 
He was a soldier in the Spanish-American Hare (b) 


4, VICTORIA BISSELL (Enos®, Israel aisjoséreaiat 3, John?, John! 
> m. Spr. 4, 18545 Edmurndk aia Richmond, oe of Edmund J; 

and Olive M. (Parish) Rié! end. ofvWotthington, Mass. He was a sc 

et vatdcorae, Texas, in 


Lived in Ligonier, Ind. dyssianl 
Children: Boas 
Lelia, be. June 6, 1855; 


Jessie, b. Apr. is, 1sé2; ne i, *Rus sell. Living in Cincinnat! 
Ohio in 199¢. (4) 


GEORGIANNA MARCIA TROWBRIDGE, b. August 2, 1852; m. George A. Robe: 


Son, and lived in Cleveland, 0. where he was editor of the Cleve- 
land Daily Record, and a widely kmown political leader. 

Child: 

43. Carl Trowbridge Robertson, b. 1876. (e) 


RODUCED 


NOT 10 BE REP 


CARL TROWBRIDGE RUBERTSON, was born in North Bloomfield, 0. 
7 e was graduated from Cleveland Central High School 2 the 
Class of 1894, and from Harvard University in 1898, Having achi: 
4 honors in chemistry as well as in Semitic languages, he served one y 
g instructor in chemistry in the Harvard Graduate School. In 1912 he : 
zie Bushea from whom he was divorced in 1924. They had a daughter, J: 
, 1915. He m. 2nd. in 1924 Josephine Wuebben, a member of the staff o: 

ne Plain Dealer. They had one son, Donald. : 


Mr. Robertson joined the staff of the Cleveland Plain Dealer in 19 
oing straight up throush the ranks from reporter to editorial writer. 
es at one time a combined Court House, City Hall and political writer, 
trong supporter and friend of the late Tom L. Johnson, once Mayor of 
jeveland. For twenty years he wrote his paper's editorials on foreign 
ffairs, and honors came his way. He was strongly pro-Ally during the 
orld War. An ardent nature student, he conducted a nature column whic! 
da tremendous following. He was an expert bridge player, an histori: 
¢ midieval history, author of travelogs, and an explorer of caves and 
ava beds. A lover of travel, he went to many places which the ordinar; 
ourist never visits. He was a member of the famous Blossom Expedition 


7 (oy MCCS vol. By ps 42755 
) Pp. 275. C.P.D. June 4, 1935 


MESCSDGANtS OL israel Bissell. -12-A- 


Cruise organized by the Cleveland its ud of Natural. 


of 1923, in the course of which he ma 
eape Verde Islamds. He also penetrate’ 
theretofore not known to exist, which 


with his wife on their last journey abroad. 
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as later given hig 
Robertson died suddenly in June, 1935, \at- Rab name! 
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at,-Hor0eco, while traveling 
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APPENDIX TO 
DESCENDANTS, OF ISRAEL BISSELL 


MAJOR. GORDON'S ORDER 
Avril 20, 1775 


, On page 5. the story of Israel Bissell's 
ride was briefly told, and attention was 


in one cooy of th 
connection the ace 
military order iss 
of interest. | 


2 eee ee 


y In the Adjutar ¢ 
War Department, Washineston D.c. (File 31897) 
is this copy of instructions of the Committee 
of Safety at Watertown, Mass. concerning Israel 
‘ Bissell's ride, incoroorated in militury orders 
“> from Major’ James Gordon to Cantein eohn voidon, 
‘Jr. both,or Voluntown, to assemble the com- 
pany and: prepare to march to Lexington and 
Concord on the Alarm of Anril 90, 1775. on 
the back.of this order sheet is the record: 


ons “eee 
te £19 bo SH 5.3 


5s 


"J have sent to. ms. i 

sent’out Sargnt Edmond to warn the 

men and to send word to the Int. &c." 

7 z . 
; In addition to the interesting inforna- 
tion it contains .this document is of value as 
it identifies Israel Bissell as the messenzer 
and removes. any question about the mythical 
"Prail BSissell" vreviously mentioned. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF ISRAEL BISSELL ESTATE. ti 


Exhibited 5 Sept. 1778. Joseph Talcott, Judge of Probate for 
the District of Hartford, Commecticut. 


mye the Subscribers pursuant to the orders of this Honorable Court 
heing wider Oath appointed Distributors of the Estate of Israel Bissell 
ate of bast Windsor Deceased have orecceded a8 follows; viz: de Set 
put to the widow for her thirds of the cwildings the South Dwelling Room 
¢ the House with the Chamber over it, ond likewise the bed Room at the 
outhesst Corner of Said House and likewise the priviledge of a Buttery 
lor Potat ain the Intry way & Likewice onc third of the Cellar under said 
iquse with the priviledge of passing ent Repassing into the cellar’ 
Fikewise the use or the oven in the kitehcn. Likewise one third part of 
ithe arn at the southwest Corner half the width of said Bar extending 
east to the east Side of the floor. Liewice set out to the widow one 
eather Bed and méder ved with RBoloter »villows and pillow Cases é& Cord 
and covering Safficient to furnish e bed Lirewise one Iron pot & one 
Jron Hittle. also one puter plat (; three puter Ssnons & one puter cup 
a four Spoons. Seid mo (pel aive--60;- aid widow Hannah to 
1 o Fr nin after the debts & 
Charges are paid. we Lik for her thirds of 
ithe Lond twelve aeres on .Ad,..71 arn Stands Bounds as 
folows west on & Wey north, b¥ - 26, tO,ggba Lois East by 
fsameon Jarbers tend and s § land south by Lond Selonging 
to Cant. Santt Stoughton. to Iarael the 2ldect Soa as 6 
Joudle Share Twenty Rods in wiath on the north Side of Said farm Bommdin 
west on & fiigh wey which runs across said farm and north by John Lonis 
g la nd East by Lends of Simeon Varbcers. Likewise we Set out to Said 
Isrecl west of Said Eich way the Yorth side of goia fory twenty Tyo Rods 
in wiath Bounding best on Said High woy & pxtending west to the wost 
BIine of Said farm. likewise we Set ous to Said Isrecl the north half 0! 
the Drelling House & the north helt of the Brarmme 
text we Set out to Justus the Second so2 sll the Land South of Said 
Ioreels part to the south Line of Seid forn Extending East and west 
m the west [ine of Said fara to John Lonis ond Simeon serbers Land. 
B LAxewise we Set out to seid Justus the South half of the Dwelling Howse 
Pend the South half of the Sarn. Text we find that inne the Eldest 
E Daughter has formerly Reeivd her full portion. Vext we set out to 
Pranice the Second Deughter four acres of Land ot the East part of Said 
i form on the South Side Bounding Ls: 5 est by Simeon Dar- 
oO a, ifext we Set out to Manish the third wber four acres of 
» tend Bounding South by Lunices Land East by & hey wey west by Said Bar- 
Byers Lande Yiext we Set out to priccence the forvh Seuchter four Acres ¢ 
Be Toad by Said Ranmeais « a cast by the hey way west by 
& sincon 5 3 and yexb 3h. 48. omy one fifth Dyughter Eight 
© Acre 5 lenees toad and Simeon Darbers East vy 
® the hej by Said sar Lasud “ext we Set out to Robert the 
= £ 1 South vy Said Loxys jand east by 
3 Lande 


Elishamea Crane 
Menry Wolcott 
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3 which once belonged to the late 


of Twinsburg, Oo. Among these, However, 8r 


Ac ten to Robert Bissell (#12) at Aurora, Ou 
lives of the descendants of Israel Bissell. 


upon the 


$33. An unsigned letter, dated Oct. 
ey "loving brother and Sister." 
wife who died July 27. . of mum-pa 
evidently written by Jonathan Bla of Middl 
of whose wife's death is confirmed by the 
this letter contains the following: 
"tel Enus thet hi +s- and t 

are Well but his mo ansaid she is” 


she does some work 


i 


wag in Ohio with Robert Bi 
@ appears 
ni firms the evidence given by Mrs. 
2 that Mos lived with Robert Bissell. 


HSL.» Letter from 


all of the family was suf 
about among ase ot TYOR 
all the earth. . She died the July 27." 
family is in helth as usual." . . “Season 
some dident git Don moing till the middle 
none of us coming out this fall." 


Justus Bissell was evidently pla 
ohio for the next letter mentions selling 
#25. Letter from Justus Bissell to 
Sige dated Middlefield, May 11, 18 
16, 18°98. 
",,.I got home well But 46 
twenty-five deys it cost me 

nave settled with Mr. Converse an 

that I gnve to Mother the Hirs must give 
cant be Changed till you have sinded and 
Deed and put it ina Letter and 

es you can for I Cant Come out till that 
dont Do it it will Be @ great Damage oe 
I cant set out to come heare till the ni 
Brother Heenan 
good agreement 

very norrid Spring 
time to wright no more." 


Ely is married to ialdy 
with the hole family. 
at the tenth of +4) 


probable that Enos accompanied his une 
Fannie A. Bissell (see page 7) 


dated Middlefield, Oct. 2, 1807. 
fering from "this great cold that goes 


r sister Ealy is dead and gone the way of 


DESCENDANTS OF ISRAEL BISSELL 

panel Seat gee rt eee 

oA Since the writing of the preceding pages of this investi- 
orical Society has received from 


& gation ‘ 
hour. Fred L. Bissell of Eugene, Oregon, & collection of letters 
iB and pap er 


Rev. Samel Bissell 
e several letters writ- 
some of which throw light 


1, 1807, addressed to 

It tells of the death 

lsy." This letter was 
efield, Mass. the date 

Mid. Vital Records, p. 118. 


others,end sisters 
bree be| about and 


n@rtas sot better than she has been 
she ig at~my house tp night snd three,of her, hildren." 


ee page 10) 


From this we inou| that nos Bissell 6. 
gs early as Oct. 1807. Hence it 


le to Aurora in 1806. 


Justus Bissell to Rhobard Bissell, Aurora, OQ. 


Reported that nearly 


"Brother Israel and 
very weat and Backard that 
of September.". , “ie haint 


nning to follow Robert to 
his farm. 


Robert Bissell, Aurora, 0. 
OS. Marked Hinsdale, May 


a Long time on the Roade On 


forty Dollars in Cash. I 


a I have sold my farm. Put the deed 


a quitence for our wrighting 
ackmologed the quit claim 


out it into the post Office as quick 


Deed Com’s Back and if you 
2 deed is to Seath partrige 


a6 we have a 
sood. I haint 


-17- 


#52. Letter from gemiel Bissell to Robert Ss F 
. aatea Middlefield, dct. 5, 1820. pes ee au oe Q. 
jeeks vacation there. Reported all well excest Uncle Bete ing & six 
ow on the 16th. ventions the sudden death of wiss Aesy pee 

a + in the center district. “I have spent my—nple Pilea = 
fisiting; the people appear, —pratified ahd\meny bid ae 
one to Stay as long 6s 1 ut Gilele Abel nowilives in ape ire 
with his wife spent last Sabbath- ira. 1 had a mos agreeable ary 


8sell ert Bissell's 


we received from Mre Fé 1 
wotostat copy of his signature. 


papers from which; :we obtai + 
ea.ds, in part as follows: 


nyr, Smith Sir. I have gent you 1652 pounds of Shoger 


there is Betwen two and three Wondred in Cakes the R 
thre are Ce est is 
stured - I exspect you will take the hole of the Shoger as we 


Hs 


a Greed at fifteen Sent par lb. which will be $247;70 Dolars 


and Seventy SentsS erece 
I Should have dome out my self with the Shoger But my famely 


Being Sick I Gould not Come 


So I Remain yours Robert Bissell 


Aurora May isthe 1813". 


November gh 1933 E.c.S 


qnn seed 
PEQUissan 
AsTG2 TAL caricyy 
plaveland. Sato sal 


(ne WESTER 
19828 Last poulevard © ® 
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was joined by Dawes at Lexington, and shortly after they set out together with 
Dr. Samuel Prescott, of Concord.’ 

“In short, the three were captured by the British regulars, a few miles beyond 
Lexington, in Lincoln. Prescott escaped and carried the news to Concord. Dawes 
and Revere were taken back to Lexington and there their ride ended. Windsor, 
the historian, says the poet, ‘paid little attention to exastness of fact.’ 

“But it certainly was a great ride that Dawes and Revere took that night before, 
and then came the events of the morning! 

“The day’s work had hardly begun. While the battle was still in progress, the 
Committee of Safety, in session at Watertown, issued the following “Call to 
Arms,” the original of which is in the collection of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania and was published in the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography in 1903. 

: ‘Wednesday morning, near 10 of the clock, Watertown. 

"To all friends of American Liberty: Be it known that this morning, before 
break of day, a brigade, consisting of about 1,000 or 1,200 men, landed at Phins 
farm at Cambridge and ma rched to Lexington, where they found a company vt 
our Colony Militia in army, upon wid ry fired_without any provocation, and 
killed 6 men and wounded /4 others. By ai express Irom we find another 
Brigade are now upon their march from Boston, supposed fo! Be The 
bearer, Israel Bissel, is charged to alarm the country quite to “Gonnectidut, and 
all persons are desired t Tarhish- him with, frestrtorses, as they” Hay be/ needed. 
I have spoken with several ovhq have seen-the déadand wounded. Pray let the 
delegates from this Colofy . Connecticut see_this. They knowOCHiy\Fpster, of 
Brookfield, one of the Delegates. mn OID 44106 


‘One of the Comy. of S. (afet) Ye 


“And right here is where our neighbor, Israel Bissel, of East Windsor, comes 
into our story. He was an enthusiastic patriot, a post rider between Boston and 
New York, and, of course, familiar with the roads and the people along the 
route. This made him an ideal person to carry this important news ‘with cer- 
tainty and celerity,’ and the sequel shows that he was well chosen for that pur- 
pose. Leaving Watertown while the battle was yet in progress, at ‘near 10 
o'clock,’ as the record says, he reached Worcester before noon, an almost in- 
credibly short time for a horseback ride of about 30 miles. 

“Says the History of Worcester County, Mass.: “Before noon the 19th of Aprii. 
a horseman, dusty and weary with hard riding, galloped through the town, shout- 
ing “To Arms! To Arms!! the War has begun!!!” His white horse, bloody 
with spurring and spent with fatigue, fell dead near the meeting house. Thus 
came to Worcester the news of the affair at Concord, the first encounter of the 
war, whose issue was to be the independence of the United States. The alarm 
rang out from the meeting-house bell, and the long cannon, which in the infancy 
of the town had given warning from the blockhouse north of Adams Square of 
the approach of the savage encimes, now from the ridge back of the courthouse 
roared from its iron throat a call of the people to arms and defiance to King and 
Parliament.’ ; 

“Te was the shouts of Bissel as he passed through the villages and cities, the 
rushing hither and thither by night and by day to find members of the local com- 
mittees, that fanned the spark to a flame of patriotism, hurried the Minute Men 
to Concord and Lexington, and changed a defeat to a glorious victory. Never in 
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history has a trust been more faithfully carried out nor 4 hero as soon fur- 
gotten. 

“At Worcester there was 2 delay while the message was copied and the com- 
mittee had signed it, adding their evidence as to its authenticity. This was done 
at each time as it was passed along. The endorsemest at Worcester read: 


A True Copy taken from the Original, per order of the Committee of 
Correspondence for Worcester, April 19, 1775» att. Nath. Baldwin, Town 
Clerk, 


and successive committees followed practically the same form. He arrived at 
Pomfret on the morning of the zoth, and doubtless was the source of the intel- 
ligence which reached Israel Putnam as he was ploughing in the field with his 
son, Daniel, then a boy of 16. As Daniel wrote afterwards— 


‘He loitered not, but left me, the driver of his team, to unyoke it in 
the furrow.’ 


Putnam started at once fo _hostilities;-tidt miles 
before the following mornipg—the Swas’ some’ rider, too. 
“Delayed at Brooklyn, B ssek did not; get to Norwich till 4 p- mp aad t 
London at 7. He passed o@, to Lyme at I a. m.,_Saybrook at 4, Killingworth at 
7, East Guilford at 8, Guilfbrd at 10, Branford at nearly noon, where 269 pany 
left at once for Lexington Hk Hees its Pas os 
“Early in the afternoon} Heb-arrived: at New -Haven; “having? Fittten | from 
Lyme, nearly 40 miles, in € ot 12 hours” (autotsts please 
note!), “including stops at the various towns along the route. Here that im- 
petuous man, Benedict Arnold, Captain of the Governor's Guard, called his com- 
pany together on the Green and proposed to lead them to Boston at once, and 
when the selectmen refused to supply them with ammunition, he threatened to 
break into the magazine. That settled the matter, and the ammunition was fur- 
nished and the company left for Cambridge. 
“Qur ‘rough rider’ stayed overnight at New Haven, leaving early Saturday 
morning, and arriving at Fairfield about 4 p. ™- Forty men left Fairfield at 
once. Passing through Saugatuck, Norwalk, Stamford, Horse Neck, Rye and 
New Rochelle, he crossed Kings Bridge and down the Bloomingdale Road to 
Wall Street, arriving at the Merchants Coffee House Sunday noon, another good 
day's ride, the driving distance being given at that date as 63 miles. 
“The chairman of the Committee of Correspondence, Jsaac Low, was at once 
located and reported to. The greatest excitement ensued, and the whole city be- 
came a scene of riot, tumult and confusion, and as we are told by a Tory historian, 
‘the posts were stopped, the mails opened, and letters read, and the rebel faction 
committed all kinds of enormities especially upon the persons and property of 
the loyalists. The rioters seized upon a sloop laden with provisions for Boston, 
unloaded her and cast the cargo into the dock. On the same evening the same 
set of fellows broke open the arsenal in the city hall, took away 4 large amount 
of arms, arid delivered them to the rebels to be used as the demagogues of rebel- 
lion should direct. 

“Troops were enlisted for the rebellion, the loyalists threatened with the gal- 
lows, and the property of the Crown plundered wherever it could be found. A 
commissioned officer in the New York militia, prominently connected with Kings 
College, took an active part in these treasonable proceedings.” 
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Connecticut’s Paul Revere—Israel Bissel 


In this month of April it is natural we should be reminded of “the famous 
ride,” and we love to read and speak the equally famous poem, and with its swing 
and rhythm allow our imaginations to be carried over the route and hear “the 
tramp of his steed as he rides.” 

We know, too, that Paul Revere was not the only messenger that carried the 
“midnight message,” and we often have brought to our attention a slightly less 
well-known poem reciting the equally effective and hazardous ride of William 
Dawes, ancestor of the Vice-President, and attributing his lack of poetical fame 
as compared to that of Paul Revere to the fact that the less picturesque name was 
not so good for rhyming purposes. 

Our good compatriot, i 363 
trar of the Connecticut] Stakis/Sctie a 
before the Jeremiah WadGdyrth Chapter of Har 
another patriot, of hisfown name and lineagé! Grad Vise Cah 
deserves recognition ar tredit jor his stren gous part in this splendid rousing of 
the Middlesex towns ahd conn ide that nivlRHISTORICAL $97 2 

Mr. Bissell’s story, [as Yribkshed in, Phe Martin nh Tye ti 
follows : pm ai 


We must not “let our admiration for peetry run away witha 


» Feads as 


cere appre- 
ciation of the facts. Says a modern writer: 

*Longfellow’s stirring verses must hear most of the blame for obscuring the 
true story of how the Middlesex towns were roused that night. Possibly he 
knew the facts and felt justified in taking some poctic license, but it is more 
probable that he was unacquainted with them (the poem not being written tll 
eighty years after the occurrence), as most Americans still are. One gathers 
from the poem that the rousing of the countryside was a one-man exploit. As a 
matter of fact. Dr. Warren had dispatched William Dawes Gin ancestor, by the 
way, of the Vice-President) before Revere reached his house. Dawes was to 


take the land route by way of Roxbury and was under way before Revere ied 


reached Charlestowi Revere never came te the bridge in Cencerd Town, Te 
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“We must recollect that this is a description of the state of affairs hy a Tory 
historian who, without doubt, could not be accused of impartiality in his descrip- 
tion of the situation. The licutenant governor summoned His Majesty's council 
to meet at once, and desired the attendance of the judges, the Attorney Gencral, 
the city officials and the field officers of the militia, and requested their advice in 
this critical condition of affairs. 

“The judge of the Supreme Court proposed that the militia should be called 
out, the riot act read, the leaders seized and imprisoned, and peace sccured by 
these drastic measures. One of the council opposed this, as the ferment was tuo 
general and practically covered the entire population. He thought that the 
excitement would subside, as soon as the British Government had redressed 
the wrongs under which the populace fancied they were suffering, and advised 
to let them act as they pleased. No one replied to this, and the council broke 
up without taking any action whatever. From this description of affairs we can 
judge of the excitement our ‘rough rider's’ arrival caused in New York. Sunday 
afternoon, at 4.30, Bissel left New York for Philadelphia, hearing the official 
shessage endorsed w York, April 23, 4 p. m.: 


“Received the within account by express and_foryw: press to 
New Brunswick wt if atc ldigaheth-towni, and acquaint 


ee aay ate | Bi 
.the committee t! era Wi the follow iar By ordet of the 
Committee. IS. AG LOW, Chairmin, MLE i/, U. 


— 


“The Pennsylvania\Gasette of A) ysmned: its readers that— 


apriiedL here, from Rede Mork, by 


‘on Monday eve ing Jast-an exMress, 
whom we have tHe! fottowing advices.” 


“Here followed the message received from Watertown, with the various en- 
dorsements of the committees in the towns as this messenger galloped through. 

“Our ‘rough rider’ went at once to the city hall and delivered his message to the 
Committee, and in pursuance of a public notice given by them there was a meet- 
ing of said to be near 8,000 of the inhabitants of the city to consider of the 
measures to be pursued in this critical situation of the affairs of the Colonies. 

“The stage-coach time between Boston and New York was from six to nine 
days, according to the season of the year, but the time of our ‘rough rider’ from 
Watertown to Philadelphia, including stops, was only about five days. This seems 
almost impossible, but the official endorsements upon the message confirm it. As 
L said before, the original is in the collection of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania and was printed in the Pennsylvania magazine of history and biegraphy 
in an issue in 1903. 

“Our hero was descended from John Bissel, of Windsor, the first of the name 
in America, and was born in East Windsor in 1752, removing to Middlefield, 
Mass. in 1784, soon after his marriage with Lucy Handcock, of Longmeadow. 
and ‘later to Hinsdals, an adjoining town. He died there, and a gravestone is 
in a good state of preservation in the Maple Street Cemetery in that country 
town. It is a two-inch slab of marble without additional base stone, and has 


the following inscription: 
IN MEMORY OF MR. ISRAEL BISSEL, 
Who died October the 24th, 1823, 


Aged seventy-one years.” 


‘ 
i 
a 
4 


a) 


into the magazine and was finaily 
furnished with powder ard lead. 
The post rider galloped out “of 
New Haven on Saturday morning. 
refreshed with his first real rest 


since he had begun his journey. and! 


arrived at Fairfield about 4 P. M. 
Halting only until his message Was 
copied he sped on through Sauga- 
tuck, Norwalk, Stamford, Horse 
Neck, Rye, New Rochelle; crossed 
King's Bridge and galloped doxn 
the Bloomingdale road to the Mer- 


chants’ Coffee House on Wall Street, 
New York, where he arrived about 
noon on Sunday.After locating Isaac 
Low, chairman of tiie Committee on 
Correspondence, and having his 
message copied, the rider set out on 
the road to Philadelphia,bearing the 
official message indorsed “New York, 
April 23, 4 P. M.” 


Arriving at Philadelphia, in a re-| 
markably short SE Te the| 
in 


condition of the 
spring weather. Bissclh went at once 
to the City Hall and\ delivered his 
message to the commit! 


Israel Bissell was di 
John Bissell of Windsor, Conn., the 
first of the name to come to Ameri- 
ca, Israel was born at East Windsor, 
Conn., in 1752. Shortly after his 
memorable ride, his family moved 
to Middlefield, where. on August 30, 
1784, he declared his marr.age in- 
tentions to Lucy Handcock of 
Longmeadow. In Middlefield three 
children were born to the couple: 
Lucy in 1786, Orpha in 1788 and 
Israel, Jr., in 1789. Some time later 
the family moved to Hinsdale. The 
old road map of Hinsdale shows & 
road built in 1805 from Plunkett 
Reservoir to the Old Pittsfield turn- 
pike to accommodate the families 0! 
Daniel Brown, Wiliam Burnham. 


_ Amasa Frost and Israel Bissell At 


\the corner where the new road , 
joined the turnpike lived Levi Love- | 
land in the house now occupied Sy 

| Samuel Rudin. | 

Cellar Hole Remains ! 

On the site of the Bissell home- | 
jsteadnow owned by Michael Con- | 
ley, nothing remains but the cellar 
holes of house and barn; and the 
fold well that has been filled up to} 
) protect wandering cattie John Field. | 
10, who has lived all his life on the! 
farm nearby, once occupied by Dan-' 
iel Brown, remembers the | Bissell 
house. The hifl at the top of which 
it stood is still called Bissell Hill by 
old residents. The last of the old 
timbers that formed of the 
buildings was used Dy Mr\ Conley, | 
j the present owner, to Build) a shop 
near his-own farm buildings\on the 
| Washington road. \ 

The facts concerming this \great 
levent in the life of cTstael | Bisee! 
have beth cherished bY. ‘ya 


tf part of Maple Street 
tery Bissell lics buricd beneath 
‘’@ weathered stone slab which bears 
ithe inscription, “In Memory of Mr. 
Israel Bissell. who died October the 
{ 24th, 1823, aged seventy-one years.” 
i That is all, No monument, no bronze 
; tablet.not even a mazker and flag to 
| mark him as a veteran of the Revo- 
i lution. The man who. by his memor- 
‘able but forgotten ride probably did 
as much as any one man to brint 
about the freedom of the Color 
ilies forgotten.While politicians prace 
of patrotism and t masses know 
not the meaning of the word. one o: 
the greatest patriots of them 22 
\ Sleeps the sieep of the brave in the 
restful quiet of Hinsdale beautiful 
ittle cemetery. To the old inscrip- 
moon his tombstone should at 
Jeast be added the words He served 
his country. 


THE BERKSHIRE 


EVENING EAGLE SATURDAY. MAY 7, 1932 


Israel Bissell ‘Carried 
Call to Arms From Bay 
State to Philadelphia 


consisting of about 1000 or 1200 men 

landed at Phips farm at Cambridge | 
and marching to Lexngton, where| 
they found a company of our Colony} 
militia in arms, upon which they! 
fired without any provocation, and’ 
killed six men and wounded four) 
others. By an express from Boston, ; 
we find another brigade is now 

upon thelr march from Boston, sup- 


‘him (Ee 


posed to be about 1000. The bearer, = = 
7 + Israel Bissell, is charged to alarm Sr 
Settled in Hinsdale, Where Grave Today Is ine country quite to Connecticut | Fz 
= and all persons are desired to fur- oa = 
Marked by Simple Tombstone —_ Was nish him with fresh horses, as they | z <a = ‘ae 
7 may be needed. I have already w it 
Common Post Rider Between Boston spoken with several who have seen 2256S 
= the dead and wounded. Pray let the 2 
and New York—Furnished Fresh Horses eong an colony to Con- = Ss 
necticut see this. 
on Route. “(Signed) Palmer, one of the co) 
tee ie 5 Committee of Safety.” . ms 
HINSDALE, May-~#—Though Hinsdale has known and _ Leaving Watertown about 10 o'clock, Sane 
bred more than a few! Whose names have_been inscribed in TEI as HO anc ae eae 2238 
the exclusive register ‘of the immortals, there is one whom the news while the guns were still S = = 
the town may claim unchallenged’ a8/its ;awn:~bne Wwhoke pelagic a 2826 
only tangible menjorial)in: the Berkshire Hills that‘ were fis! ton, driven by the “embattled ee = 
i = padstons andi farmers” whose homes and loved = 
home is a storm leadstone; Stay ing lost amgng ones they threatened. Just before = J 
a hundred others. r§ = 
@ 


name. Israel Bissell, the man who outrode Pau 
unheralded beneath the soil whose freedom he helped gain 


Who was Bissell? ¢ . 


€ tentidncot/ his 


with his cry of “To arms! To arms'! 
The war begun!” The alarm rang; 


lies out from the meeting house steeple 


and preparations for defense were 
begun. 


Who was this Bissell? He was a! 
man and he did a man’s job. A pa-) 
ot, if you please, though without 
the thirst for glory which often mc- 
tivate modern patriotism. A man, 
that is all, but what higher eulogy! 
could be said over him? A common‘ 
post-rider between Boston and New 
York, In this capacity he left Wa- 
tertown on the memorable morning ' 
of the nineteenth of April, Seven-, 
iy-Five", bearing the official “Call | 
'o Arms,” to spread word of the;|. 
mediate need of quick prepared- | |-~ 


Tombstone of 
Man Who Ouatrode 


Famous Patriot 


ness. There was no time for} /y% 
watchful walting. The British had! je. 7 
opened a war at Lexington sree * 
rning and had been answered by, i 

“shot heard ‘round the world.” 
ere was no time to hesitate. “Car-! 
on” was the word. And Bissell 


“MrISRAELSY 
Rea ey 
cra BISSECL ge: j 
sake “ied October 


Starts His Ride 
While Bissell awaited the docu-; 
nent which was being prepared by, shes 
“ne Committee of Safety at Water- fs g ‘ 
own, he probably took time to for- 024 Hf B23's 
ty himself against against the trip” SO We Spee 
.th a good hot breakfast in a near- af ASCY seeely one 
coffee-house, chatting with the > ry | eee TNA 
roprietor and other customers on % 
he one topic of conversation that A & 
tay. At last the paper was finished 
sastily signed, and thrust into Bis- 
els hands with the “God speed 
* of the commissioners. The 
.orse kicked up a cloud of dust and : 
-ne ride was on. {= 
Original Call Preserved 
Let us inspect this important bit 
o£ paper which our courier bears, ; - 


Stone slab over grave of Israel Bis- | 
sell in Hinsdale 


‘ riving at 7 o'clock. 


| Branford at noon. 


; At each town the rider paused to 
‘Rave his message copied and th@ 
original signed by the local commit- 
tee of safety. On through the day 
and the nignt he rode,wearing down 
horses and exchanging them for 
fresh ones. with never 2 second’s 
rest himself. 
Putnam Gets News 
Bissell arrived at Pomfret on the 
morning of the next day, April 20, 
and word of the battle was carried 
to Israel Putnam as he was plowing 
in the fleld with his son? Danici. 
Putnam, that seasoned campaigner 
of the French and Indian War, and 
| determined opponent of British 
ions, was ready to fight again 
us country. Though he had! 
! been captured and cruelly tortured 
| by Indians, he was ready for anoth- 


+ | | er war if it were to be fought in the 


| name of liberty. He left for Boston 
; immediately after the news was car- 
| ried {rgom Bissell. 

On went the treless courier, ar- 
riving in Norwich, Conn., at 4 P. M.i 
He pushed on to New London, ar- 
There he dis-; 
mounted and ate a meal while the! 
committee copied the message and! 
then, on a fresh horse. pressed on 
again, passing Lyme at 1 A. M., Say- 
brook at 4, Killingworth at 1, East 
Guilford at 8, Guilford at 10 and 
From Branford 
militia company left at once for 
Lexington. Bissell rode into New 
‘y in the afternoon of the 


ausealed that all may read. The 


“* ne clock, Watertown. 
Call to Arms” is still preserved in WS Clock, 5 j 
3 collection of the Pennsylvania To all friends of American liber- 
vorical Society and bears this ee be it known that this morning 
ee bc 
ossage? 


Proposed to lead them to Boston 2 


once. When the Selectmen refused 


: to furnish the company with ammu- 
‘ore the break of day a brigade! nition Arnold threatened to break! 
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‘APRIL 19, 1917. 


BISSELL RODE 350 MILES IN 
4 DAYS TO AROUSE PATRIOTS 


———_ 


In 1774 the committee of correspondence 
representing the colonies found it most dlf- 
ficult to communicate with one another “ow- 
ing to their letters being lost through care- 
lessness of the government post riders.” Not 
infrequently they were obliged to send their 
jetters by “friends of the cause” whom they 
could trust. 

April 19, 


1775, it became necessary (to 
“giarm" the colonies of the battle then be- 
ing fought at Lexington and Concord. The 
post roads were being closely guarded by 
the English and thelr tory friends. The 
committee’s gmessengers were often beaten 
and forced to turn back, thelr letters being 
seized. It was important that a fearless 
man should be chosen for this dangerous 


duty. 
The Message He Carri 


Israel Bissell was t 
was a fast and feartes) 


the morning of the —— 


message: Yesterday morning. © 
ports in this city 
New London that an actiqn J 
between the king's troop 
ants of Boston, which was not credited, but 
about 12 o'clock an express arrived with the 
following account, viz; Watertown, Wednes- 
day morning, near 10 o'clock. To all friends 
of American liberty, let it be known: That 
this morning before break of day 2 brigade. 
consisting of about 1,000 or 1,200 men, landed 
at Phip’s farm at Cambridge and marched to 
Lexington, where they found a company of 
our colony militia in arms, upon whom they 
fired without any provocation, and killed six 
men and wounded four others. 

“By an express from Boston we find an- 
other brigade are upon their march from 
Boston, supposed to be about 1.000. The 
pearer. Jarael Bissell, is charge! to alarm 
the country quite to Connecticut. and all 
persons are desired to furnish him with © 
fresh horses a5 they may be needed. 


“Tnhabit- 


“Charleston, S. C, but not by Bissell. 


“I have spoken with several who have 
geen the dead and wounded. Pray let the 
delegates from this colony to Connecticut see 
this. They know Col. Foster, of Brookfield, 
one of our delegates.” 


Route He Followed. 

This message was signed by T. Palmer, 
one of the committee. Bissell started with 
the message from Watertown, Mass. and 
took the following route: Worcester, Mass.; 


Brookline, New London, Lyme, Saybrook, 
Killingeworth, East Guilford, Gullford, 
Branford, New Haven, New York, New 


Brunewick, Princeton, Trenton and arrived 
in Philadelphia four days after the start. 
This seems like a remarkable time to cover 
a distance of more than 300 miles, and when 
the rough country and poor roads are to be 
taken into consideration it was a wonderful 
achievement. 

‘The express was continued on as far a8 
He 
turned over the appeal of the patriots to an- 
other rider, and after remaining in Philadel- 
phia two days returned to his starting point. 
At each town the time of his arrival was in- 
dorred by one or more of the members of 
ttee. At many places it was copied. 
have caused some delay. 


the co 


3 ust! 
9 ae 


. Horse Dropped Dead. 


The time\taken by the stage coaches from 
Boston to hiladelphia at that perlod was 
six dave B 
distance) 96! 
dein os 

ined: 

“Bissell left Watertown near 10 o'clock In 
the morning. and by noon he had already 
covered the distance to Worcester, close to 
36 miles. As he passed through the country 
the rider shouted, ‘To arms, to arms!’ and 
leaving his good horse, which dropped dead 
before the meeting house in Worcester, the 
tireless courier, with a fresh mount, 
the message on up among the hills in the 
djrection of Brookline.” 

With all the good roads fhat the rider 
would encounter today between Philadel- 
phia and Boeton it would take the endur- 
ance of a horseman, as well as the Dest 
mounts he could obtain, to ride from Boston 
from 10 o'clock on one morning and reach 
Philadelphia at 5 p. m, four days later, yet 
this {s what Rissell did, and history credits 


g about 350 miles. From the 
idea of how he rode may be ob- 


him with being the best of the rough riders 
of the Revolution 


bore |} 


all made ft in about four, the* 


_ ameadetly to Call your Company to Geather and order then 


; 
i $ CALL TO ARMS 
Major James Gordon’, Voluntown, April 20, 1775. 
’ A 


This moment Rec®; orders from the Got. to order you 


to pring all the arms and aminision they have So as those 
that Shall Go May be furnish - to meet at my house to 
Morror Morning by Sun Rise if possible. There is a 
post Sent from Boston with a letter in these words 
Wedensday Morning Near 10 oClock - to all the friends 


be it known this morning before 


|. THIS wareoy 2 Eee 
Brake of Day a Brigad Céustebing, gf -pbout 1000 or 1200 


\ 
TAW, TITLE 17, y 


aros upon which they Fired and ki ix men & wounded four 

of them. By an Express this Moment from Boston we find 

another Brigade are Now on there March from Boston 

Supposed to be about 1000. The barer Mr. Israel Bissel is 

Cha ret to alarm the Country as far as Connecticut and all | 

persons are Desir? to Furnish him with fresh horses as 

they may be Nead I have Spoke with Sevreal persons that have 

Seen the Dead & wounded - &c. --- & I Palmer one 
of the Comt®® of Safty 

you will Comply in Watertown 

with if shown order. 


Voluntown Ap® 20%. 1775 James Gordon Majt- 
(On the back of the letter is written 


I have sent to Ens. Edmond to sent out Sargnt Edmond to warn 
the men and to send word to the Int. &c. 
To Capt. John Gordon, dr. of Voluntown) 


(File 31897, Adj. Gen. Office. War Department, Washington, D.C.) 
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